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‘Any one who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.’
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Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Monday, 8  Septemberth



The First Reading is taken from the
Book of Wisdom 9:13-18a. In today's
extract the author is stressing man's
incapability of understanding the
divine plans and decrees. Because we
are finite, limited beings, our
knowledge is finite and limited. There
are many limited, finite problems all
around us, which we cannot solve.
How could we hope to solve the
infinite ones?

The Second Reading is from St. Paul
to Philemon 9b-10, 12-17. This letter
is the shortest of St. Paul's letters and
at the same time the most personal
and touching. During his first
imprisonment in Rome (61-63), a
slave called Onesimus, who had run
away from his Christian master
Philemon, a native of Colossae, came
to Paul in Rome and was converted to
Christianity. Paul sent him back to his
master bearing this letter, in which
Paul touchingly appeals to Philemon
to deal kindly with the runaway.

The Gospel is from St. Luke 14:25-33
and teaches us that the essential
condition for true discipleship,
demanded by Christ, was, and still is,
total dedication, total commitment of
oneself  to Him. There can be no such
person as a half-Christian. "He that is
not with me is against me," He said
on another occasion. We cannot be
for Christ on Sunday and against
Him for the remainder of the week.
To be His true disciples, His true
followers, we must live our Christian
life every day and all day.

Twenty Third Sunday 
of Ordinary Time Reflection

Much less, therefore, does He demand
this of the ninety-nine percent of His
followers who have to take on
themselves financial and family cares.
It is by fulfilling these worldly duties
in a Christian way that they are
dedicating themselves to His service.
This is their total commitment to
Christ. The married man or woman
who is loyal to his or her life-partner
and to the family, if  there is one, and
who provides diligently and honestly
for his own and the family's spiritual
and temporal welfare, and who always
does this with the intention of
pleasing God, is following Christ and
is moving steadily day by day towards
heaven.

—Excerpted from The Sunday
Readings Cycle C, Fr. Kevin O'
Sullivan, O.F.M.

Following Christ means making our
way to heaven. It is a life-journey. We
have a limited time in which to
complete this journey. Therefore, we
must travel a certain distance each
day. This does not mean that we must
spend every day in prayer and
meditation. There are other tasks to
be done, but we must Christianise
these other tasks. Even the members
of religious orders who "leave the
world," that is, who are set free from
the family and financial cares of this
world by their vows of chastity and
poverty, have to busy themselves with
other cares like teaching, nursing,
tilling the soil perhaps, house-
keeping, writing and many such
activities. They cannot and do not
spend all their day and every day in
prayer and meditation. Nor does
Christ demand this of them.



CATHOLIC NEWS
JOY AS ANOTHER MAN ORDAINED FOR MOTHERWELL
SCOTLAND

Y O U R  W E E K L Y

by Vatican News

POPE ASKS AUGUSTINIANS TO PROMOTE UNITY THROUGHOUT THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD
VATICAN

On Wednesday, 3rd September, the
Diocese of  Motherwell was blessed
with a moment of  great joy as
Christopher Igwe was ordained to the
sacred priesthood. Surrounded by his
family, friends, and brother priests, Fr
Christopher gave his life in service to
the Lord and His Church, committing
himself  to a lifetime of  prayer,
sacrament, and ministry. The
ordination was a powerful reminder of
the Lord’s goodness to His people, and
a cause of  deep thanksgiving for the
whole diocesan community.

It is always a profound grace when
another man is ordained within our
diocese. Each vocation is a sign of
God’s providence and a call to us all to
renew our prayers and support for
those discerning their path in life. The
priesthood and religious life remain
vital to the life of  the Church, and the
ordination of  Fr Christopher is both a
joy to celebrate and an encouragement
for us to continue praying that many
more will respond with generosity to
the Lord’s invitation.

Pope Leo went on to emphasize the
importance of  humility, citing St
Augustine, who saw in the multiplicity
of  voices “an invitation to us to make
ourselves small in the face of  the
freedom and inscrutability of  God’s
action.”

Instead of  imagining that they have
“all the answers,” he invited them “to
welcome with faith that which the
Lord inspires” in order to allow
themselves to be taught and reminded
by the Spirit of  the words of  Christ.

Finally, the Holy Father emphasized a
final “point of  reflection” from the
opening liturgy: “the value of  unity.”
He took up St Paul’s words from the
first reading, reminding those present
that all have received gifts “inspired by
the Spirit” for the good of  all.

Before highlighting this aspect of  his
message, the Pope chose to speak
English for those present "who
understand English but don't
understand Italian," inviting everyone
to pray for a gift of  the Holy Spirit.

Pope Leo XIV began his homily for
the Mass for the Inauguration of  the
General Chapter of  the Augustinians
by inviting those present to ask the
Holy Spirit for His guidance in their
work.

“The Holy Spirit speaks, today as in
the past,” the Pope said, emphasizing
the importance “for the atmosphere of
the Chapter, in harmony with the
centuries-long tradition of  the Church,
to be an atmosphere of  listening” to
God and to others.

He invited those taking part in the
Chapter to “live these days, therefore,
in a sincere effort to communicate and
to understand” as a “generous
response to the great and unique gift
of  light and grace that the Father of
Heaven gives you by summoning you
here, you specifically, for the good of
all.”

"That you will be given indeed, not
necessarily the gift to understand or
speak all languages, but the gift to
listen, and the gift to be humble, and
the gift to promote unity -within the
Order and through the Order,
throughout the Church and the
world," he said.

“Let unity be an indispensable goal of
your efforts,” he continued in Italian,
“but not only that: may it also be the
criterion for evaluating your actions
and your work together, because what
unites is from Him, but what divides
cannot be.”

Concluding his homily, Pope Leo said
the liturgy to open their deliberations
invites them to make listening,
humility, and unity “their own,
renewing the prayer we raised to the
Lord at the beginning of  the
celebration: May the Paraclete, who
proceeds from you, O Father,
illuminate our minds and, according to
the promise of  your Son, guide us to
all truth.”

As we look ahead, Scotland prepares
to mark Vocations Week, beginning on
14th September. At the heart of  this
week will be the Vocations Mass,
celebrated on Tuesday, 16th September
at 7.00 p.m. in Motherwell Cathedral.
This Mass will provide us with the
opportunity to come together in
thanksgiving for the gift of  vocations
already given, to pray for Fr
Christopher as he begins his priestly
ministry, and to ask the Lord to
continue to raise up new priests and
religious for the service of  His Church.

We invite all the faithful to join us in
prayer and presence at the Vocations
Mass, and to continue to pray
earnestly for vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in our
diocese. May the example of  Fr
Christopher’s commitment inspire
others to hear and respond to the
Lord’s call with courage and faith.



Confession 
Saturday: 9.00am – 9.50am 

Monthly Medjugorje Evening

The next Medjugorje Evening takes
place Monday, 29  September th

The parish hosts an evening of prayer,
replicating the prayer schedule of the
Marian Shrine in Medjugorje. Please
join us if  you are able at the next
evening. 

The evening format is as follows:
7.00pm Holy Rosary
7.30pm Holy Mass
Followed by Adoration
Refreshments afterwards in the Parish
Centre.

Sunday Collection
The Parish collection for the last
weekend is as follows: 

Plate collection: £1,660
Gift Aid: £1,475
Tax Reclaimed: £363
Total: £3,498

*Through Gift Aid we can claim back
25p from every £1 paid of taxpayer
donations. 

3 0 0CLUB
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Peace hour of pRAYER
Every day throughout the week we
will dedicate the hours of 2pm-3pm

to pray for peace in our world. Come
along at this time and pray before the
Blessed Sacrament to pray for peace
in our world, seeking God’s guidance

and healing for those affected by
conflict and division. All are

welcome.

Pope Leo’s  Prayer
Intention for September
For our relationship with all of creation

Let us pray that, inspired by Saint
Francis, we might experience our
interdependence with all creatures

who are loved by God and worthy of
love and respect.

The 300 Club is one of the ways we raise vital funds to help
with the upkeep of our church buildings and grounds.

It’s £5 per week, and every month there are five cash prizes,
including a first prize of £700. The draw takes place on the last

day of each month.

By joining, you’re not only in with a chance to win — you’re
helping to look after our parish for the whole community.

To sign up or find out more, visit:
 www.saintaugustines.org.uk/300-club

Thank you to all who already take part!

We are delighted to welcome Joanna back to our parish with her
beautiful hand-made rosary beads and devotional items. Joanna
will be with us after all weekend Masses on Saturday, 27th and
Sunday, 28th September, and also at the Medjugorje Mass on

Monday, 29th September.

This is a wonderful opportunity to purchase a rosary or a gift for
family and friends, while also supporting Joanna’s work. Please
take a moment to visit her stall and browse the items on offer.

Handmade Rosaries

Our parish RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
programme will be starting up soon. This is the journey the

Church offers to adults who are preparing to become Catholic.

If you, or someone you know, is interested, please speak to one of
the clergy or contact us at staugustine@rcdom.org.uk.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?

The annual Vocations Mass will take place on Tuesday, 16th
September at 7.00pm in Motherwell Cathedral. We give thanks
for the recent ordination of Fr. Chris Furmage from our Parish,

and we continue to pray that more young men will hear the call to
the priesthood and that women will be drawn to the joy of

religious life. All are warmly invited to take part.

Vocations Mass



If  you or someone you know is in
need of furniture or household
essentials, our parish Furniture
Project is here to help. We provide
good-quality items to anyone needing
support. If  you need support or know
someone who does, please get in
touch—we’re here to help!

FURNITURE PROJECT

THE PEOPLE'S PANTRY
Open: Mon 6.00pm - 7.30pm /
Thurs 12.00pm - 3.00pm
No referral is required. Simply show-
up and we will give you a free bag of
food for you and your household.
Please make only one visit per week. 

We have also linked with the local
Citizens Advice Bureau who offer
advocacy services via our Pantry.

Need assistance with clothing? 
We can support you. New and good
quality pre-loved clothing is available
for all ages. Please donate clothing
only. 

Thank you for your continued
support to the clothing bank. It is
greatly appreciated. 

CLOTHING BANK
Open: Thurs 10.30am - 12.30pm

If  you require support or have
donations you need to drop off, please
contact us on the following email and
someone will be in touch:
outreach@saintaugustines.org.uk

Parish Social Events

Evening with Charlie Mulgrew
Tickets £20 each

Friday, 24  October at 7.00pmth

Evening with Peter Grant 
Tickets £20 each

Friday, 7th November at 7.00pm

Neil Diamond Tribute 
Tickets £12.50 each

Friday, 14th November at 7.00pm

Family Pantomime: Cinderella
Tickets £7.50 each

Friday, 5th December at 7.00pm

Too book your place, please visit
www.saintaugustines.org.uk/events or scan the QR code. 

Our next Mass for the Sick with Holy Anointing will take place on
Saturday 13th September at 11.00am. Please let any family, friends

and neighbours know who may wish to come along to this. 

Please note that there will be no 10.00am Mass that day.

Mass for the Sick

All events take place in the Parish Centre

Bishop Toal as the Ordinary of the Diocese of Motherwell will be
the main celebrant and will bestow God's blessing upon those who

have recently married as Ambassadors of Marriage, living witnesses
of Christ's love for the world in the world. 

After the celebration of Holy Mass there will be a celebration in the
parish hall, with food, drinks and music. 

As places are limited please RSVP to confirm your attendance.
Email: deaconharper@rcdom.org.uk

Celebration of Marriage

On Tuesday, 23rd September at 7.00pm, we will celebrate Holy Mass
here in St Augustine’s, Coatbridge to mark the 10th anniversary of
Canon Jim Foley’s. 

All are welcome as we pray for the eternal rest of Canon Foley. 

Canon Foley 10  Anniversary Massth

St Aloysius’ College warmly invites families to discover more about
Glasgow’s only Jesuit school at our upcoming Open Events.

Open Morning: Saturday 20th September 2025
Open Evening: Thursday 6th November 2025

St Aloysius’ College - Open Events Invitation



Pastoral Care of the 
Sick & Housebound

If  you or a loved one, neighbour or
friend would like a home visit from Fr.
Kane please complete and return the
following form to the Parish House.
The office will then be in touch to
arrange a suitable time for Fr. Kane to
visit, as well as a more long-term
arrangement for the housebound
person to receive Holy Communion
and the Sacrament of the Sick at
home. Please use the form printed
below. Simply cut out and return
completed to the Parish House.

Remembering Your
Parish in Your Will

You might consider leaving your
parish a personal legacy gift in your
will. Such gifts help the parish in its
Gospel mission into the future.
Contact the Parish Office for more
details.

- You can donate using the secure
online donation feature on our
website.

Visit
saintaugustines.org.uk/donate for
more information. 

Parish Giving
St. Augustine’s depends on the
generosity of our parishioners and
visitors to continue our mission and
maintain our historic buildings. There
are lots of ways to support your
parish:

- You can donate via the regular
collection baskets at the weekend
Mass you attend.
- You can set-up a regular standing
order which you can also Giftaid. The
online form is available on the Donate
page of our site.
 

St. Augustine’s Parish - Pastoral Visit Request Form
Name of  Sick or 
housebound person:

Address for visitation:

Contact Number:

* Please return this completed form to the Parish House. The office will bein touch to make arrangements.
**For urgent sick calls please make direct contact with the Parish House and leave a message on the answer
phone if necessery.

Parish Information

300-Club 
By joining the Saint Augustine’s 300
Club, you will be helping support
renovations and on going upkeep of
our Church buildings and ground.

Sign up can only be done online by
visiting: 
saintaugustines.org.uk/300-club

Cost is £20 per number per month.
Numbers will be allocated at random. 

Baptism 
Preparation Classes

The meeting takes place on the last
Tuesday of every month at 7pm in the
Parish Centre. Parents and
Godparents of children due to be
baptised are asked to attend this single
meeting. Please call the Parish Office
or speak to the clergy. 

For booking enquiries email Chris at
the Parish Hall on

staugustine@rcdom.org.uk.

 Weekend dates are still available for
2025. 

Function Suite Hire from £80

Saint Augustine’s Parish Centre
Booking our function suites is great way

to support your Parish! Our two
Function Suites available for:

Wedding Receptions / Funeral
Breakfasts / Baptism / Receptions /

Birthday Parties / Anniversary Parties
/Charity Events etc.

PARISH CENTRE

Please support your parish café which
is open Monday – Friday 
from 10.00am - 2.00pm. 

KAIROS CAFEUPCOMING
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

The following are the dates
 for special collections in 2025

6/7  September: th

Ecclesiastical Students
Can you spare a couple of hours a week

to help in our café? Kairos Café is
looking for some new volunteers. Please

email: staugustine@rcdom.org.uk.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED



OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 10AM–2PM

Come along to our warm and welcoming Kairos
Café, right here in the Parish Centre.

Freshly made teas, coffees, and light bites.
A place to meet friends, enjoy a chat, or take a
quiet break.
Our team of volunteers ready to welcome you 

Pop in and make the cafe a part of your week! 

Looking to volunteer in the cafe? Contact us today:
staugustine@rcdom.org.uk

Looking for the perfect space to host your
next event? Our Parish Centre is available for
hire!

Ideal for: family celebrations,
christenings, birthdays, funeral
breakfasts, and community groups.
Facilities: modern kitchen, spacious hall,
accessible facilities, and ample parking.
Flexible bookings: mornings, afternoons,
and evenings available.

We still have dates available for 2025 and can
now take bookings for 2026. Contact us on:

staugustine@rcdom.org.uk

St Augustine’s Parish Centre

IGNITE SACRAMENTAL CATECHESIS PROGRAMME 2025/26

First Reconciliation (P3) First Holy Communion (P4) Confirmation (P7)

1.7th September
2.5th October (Family Day:

Rosary)
3.26th October
4.16th November
5.7th December (Family

Day: Christmas Wreath)
6.11th January
7.1st February
8.1st March (Family Day:

Pilgrims of Hope)
9.8th March 

1.14th September
2.5th October (Family Day:

Rosary)
3.2nd November
4.23rd November
5.7th December (Family Day:

Christmas Wreath)
6.18th January
7.8th February
8.1st March (Family Day:

Pilgrims of Hope)
9.15th March

1.21st September
2.5th October (Family

Day: Rosary)
3.9th November
4.30th November
5.7th December (Family

Day: Christmas Wreath)
6.25th January
7.22nd February
8.1st March (Family Day:

Pilgrims of Hope)
9.22nd March

Please ensure your child attends at least 6 of the 9 Ignite lessons

Parents/guardians of any children receiving a sacrament this year are invited to a pre-
sacramental meeting on Tuesday, 16th September, at 6.30pm in St Augustine’s Church.

Children do not need to attend.



Mass for the Sick
with Holy Anointing

Saturday, 13 September 2025 

11.00am

Saint Augustine's Parish Church, Coatbridge

"If only I can touch the hem of his garment, I shall be healed."

Light buffet in the Parish Centre afterwards

SICK

Hugh Kelly; James Trower; Francis Wardhugh; Billy & Molly Bothwell; Patricia Bannan;
Veronica Bannan; Pat Sludden; John McShane; Ann McShane; Anne Clarke; Madge Mallon;
Andre McGuinness; Brian Sneddon; Raymond Sneddon; Caroline Mitchell; Marion Moran;

Josephine Martin; Irene Crawley; Simon Howard; Craig Cameron; Barbara Martin; Catherine
Brown; Paul Morton; Luke Morton; Bernd Reimann; Marianne McMillan; Teresa Coyle; Susan

Robb; Margaret McLelland; Eileen O’Kane; Sharon Dolan; Paul McCormack; Andy Kelly;
Caroline Dawson; Alison Wilson; John O’Brien; Maureen O’Brien; Jim Allan; Betty Stillie;
Stephen Jamison; Frank Martin; John Currie; Thomas Robertson; Catherine Graham; Ann
McDonald; Mary Coyle; Marie Boswell; Mary Paton; Jim McDonald; Eddie Heron; Sophia

Loughran; Susie Bannan; Ellen Brown; Aileen Scott; Linda Tayler; Kathleen Wynn; Sadie Parr;
Teresa Donnelly; Desmond Coyle; Billy Bannan; John King; Julie Ratcliffe; Teresa Lennon; Sam

Clarke; Morag & Rowan Lennen; Anna McPherson; Bill Bothwell; John Caufield; Ruairdh
McKinmon; Peter McPake; Anne Donnelly; Frank Donnelly; Helen Watmore

RECENTLY DECEASED

Jane Weir; Henry Welsh; Brian Meina; Norma Short; George Marshall; Frank Starrs

ANNIVERSARIES / MONTHS MINDS / BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCES

Lena McCabe; Pater McGinness; Eileen McMillan; George Ferguson; Betty O’Hagan; Aidan &
John O’Neill; John & Letitia Carracher

Baptisms

Sunday, 7  September at 10am Massth

Callan Connelly; Hallie McManus; Liam Stevenson; Sonnie Carruthers; Bethany Gray; 
Luca Hayes; Rosie Welsh

Funerals

Henry Welsh RIP
Vigil Reception: Monday 8  September at 6.00pmth

Requiem Mass: Tuesday 9  September at 10.00amth

parish notices



parish Diary

Sunday, 7 September
Twenty Third Week
of Ordinary Time

10.00am: Family Mass with Baptisms and Children’s Liturgy
Sunday Brunch served in the Parish Centre after 10.00am Mass
Ignite Club for First Reconciliation Children (P3) upstairs hall 
12.00noon: Holy Mass
3.00pm: National Pilgrimage Mass at Carfin Grotto 
5.00pm: Holy Mass

Monday, 8 September
Birthday of the Blessed Virgin

Mary

9.30am: The Holy Rosary (Church)
10.00am: Holy Mass
10.00am - 2.00pm: Kairos Cafe (Parish Centre)
10.30am - 1.00pm: Church Cleaning
12.00noon - 7.00pm: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
6.00pm - 7.30pm: People’s Pantry 
6.00pm: Vigil Reception of Henry Welsh

Tuesday, 9 September
Twenty Third Week
of Ordinary Time

9.30am: The Holy Rosary (Church)
10.00am: Requiem Mass for the Repose of the Soul of Henry Welsh
After Mass: Devotion to the Holy Face of Jesus
10.00am - 2.00pm: Kairos Cafe (Parish Centre)
10.30am- 7.00pm: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday, 10 September
Saint Gregory the Great

9.30am: The Holy Rosary (Church)
10.00am: Holy Mass
10.00am - 2.00pm: Kairos Cafe (Parish Centre)
10.30am - 7.00pm: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
6.00pm - 7.00pm: Little Saints Studio 
7.00pm: Lectio Divina Prayer Group (Church)
7.30pm: ALMA Club (upstairs of Parish Centre)

Thursday, 11 September
Twenty Third Week

of Ordinary Time

9.30am: The Holy Rosary (Church)
10.00am: Holy Mass
10.00am - 2.00pm: Kairos Cafe (Parish Centre)
10.30am- 7.00pm: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
12 noon - 3.00pm: The People’s Pantry (Blairgrove Shopping Precinct) 
7.00pm: The Role of Mary and the New Evangelisation Talk (Church)

Friday, 12 September
Twenty Third Week

of Ordinary Time

9.30am: The Holy Rosary (Church)
10.00am: Holy Mass
10.00am - 2.00pm: Kairos Cafe (Parish Centre)
10.30am- 7.00pm: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday, 13 September
Saint John Chrysostom

No 10.00am Mass this morning
10.00am - 10.50am: Confession
11.00am: Mass for the Sick with Holy Anointing
4.00pm: Holy Mass (Vigil)

Sunday, 14 September
Twenty Fourth Week

of Ordinary Time

10.00am: Family Mass with Children’s Liturgy
Sunday Brunch served in the Parish Centre after 10.00am Mass
Ignite Club for First Holy Communion Children (P4) upstairs hall 
12.00noon: Holy Mass
5.00pm: Holy Mass



Director of Music
Greg McHugh
07561 310114
music@saintAugustines.org.uk

Parish Clergy

rev. fr. Michael Kane
Parish Priest

frkane@saintaugustines.org.uk

Rev. Fr. Dominic Towey
Priest in Residence

frdominic@saintaugustines.org.uk

Margaret Haggarty
Parish Secretary

staugustine@rcdom.org.uk

Chris Hamill
Parish centre manager

staugustine@rcdom.org.uk

Parish Staff

Safeguarding officer
Antoinette Parr mbe
staugustine@rcdom.org.uk

Sacrament of the Sick / Hospital Visitations
Those who require the Sacrament of the Sick at home
should contact the Chapel House to arrange for a visit
from Fr. Kane. This should ordinarily be arranged prior
to any prolonged hospital visit. In cases of emergency
where you or a family member require the pastoral
assistance of the Chaplain, please request this from the
hospital nursing staff. The family should make this
request clearly to nursing staff.

Catholic Teacher Approval
Those wishing to teach in the Catholic sector are
reminded that it is first necessary to obtain approval
from your parish priest to show that you accept and live
the Catholic faith. For those living within the parish of
St. Augustine’s this means approval from 
Fr. Kane. This applies to those about to enrol for the
teaching course, those starting out as probationary
teachers, and all those applying for new posts (promoted
or otherwise) within a Catholic school. Please contact Fr.
Kane if you have any questions about this process.

Parish Communications
www.saintaugustines.org.uk

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/saintaugustines

Follow us on X: @FrKane
Watch us on: www.beingcatholic.org

or Freeview, Channel 279 

Contact Us:
Saint Augustine’s RC Church,

12 Dundyvan Road, Coatbridge, ML5 1DQ 

t: 01236 423044
e: staugustine@rcdom.org.uk 

Scottish Charity Number SCO1104

Saint Augustine’s Parish

Elaine Furmage
Communications

elaine@beingcatholic.org

Choir Director
Maria Madden
music@saintAugustines.org.uk





THE ROLE OF MARY 
AND THE NEW
EVANGELISATION

We are delighted to welcome Dr Christine Mugridge, an inspiring
Catholic author, speaker, and evangelist, who will be giving a talk

on the role of Mary in the New Evangelisation. Join us as she shares
her insight into how Our Lady leads us closer to Christ and

strengthens the mission of the Church today. 

Thursday, 11th September
7.00pm

St Augustine’s Church, Coatbridge 

A talk by Dr Christine Mugridge ALL ARE
WELCOME


