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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
17 DECEMBER 2017

Gaudete Sunday
This third Sunday in Advent is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday, because of the opening
word of the entrance antiphon of today’s Mass ‘Gaudete’ or in English ‘Rejoice’.
The Gospel reading this weekend is about John the Baptist’s witness to Christ, as the One who
was yet to come. John was not the Messiah, the Christ, but the forerunner to be a credible and
living witness to him. Let us remember that it is the same John the Baptist, when a child in his
mother Elizabeth’s womb, who leaps for joy when in the presence of Mary and the child Jesus in
her immaculate womb. Such is the response of those who find themselves so close to the Lord.
Today’s readings invite us to reflect on the importance of rejoicing,
of joy, in Christian life, and of the close connection between joy
and the coming of Christ into our world. At his birth, recalled at
Christmas, the Angel declared to the shepherds that he brought
good news of great joy which was to be shared among all the
people. Jesus himself rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and thanked his
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that he had hidden the mysteries
of salvation from the wise and intelligent and revealed them to
infants, that is, to his own followers.
The theme of joy is prominent in Jesus’ prayers and teachings as presented in John’s Gospel.
Jesus prays that his own joy may be in his disciples and that their joy may be complete. He
forewarns them that in this world they will have trials, but after trials their sorrow will turn into
joy. Their hearts will rejoice and they will have a joy that no one can take from them. The
disciples are asked by Jesus to pray to the Father that their joy may be full, and their prayer will
be heard. The Beatitudes end by linking persecution with joy. Blessed or happy are the followers
of Christ when ill-treated and persecuted on account of the Son of Man. They should rejoice in
that day and leap for joy, for surely their reward is great in heaven. It is clear from these texts
that Christian joy is rooted in belief in Jesus Christ and in the new age that has come with him
and continues in the Church which he has founded.
This love for the faith, and the joy that accompanies it is a a central part of the Christian
heritage which has now been entrusted to us. . We are called to live our faith from a place of
conviction and deep inner joy.

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT
This Monday 18th December at 7.30pm.
Join our Senior Choir for an evening of readings, sacred music & carols.
Refreshments afterwards in the Parish Centre
All welcome / FREE ENTRANCE (donation only on the night)

CHRISTMAS MASSES 2017
Christmas Eve Vigil (24th December):
6.00pm Family Mass
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
12am (midnight) - Carols start at 11.30pm
Christmas Day Masses:
10am (Family Mass) and 12noon
*Please also remember to attend Mass on the Fourth Sunday of
Advent immediately before Christmas Day.

Bishop Toal’s Christmas Message
One question I have been asked as we approach Christmas this year is whether
Catholics are obliged to go to Mass on both the 4th Sunday of Advent (24th December)
and on Christmas Day (25th December). The answer of course is yes, recognising of
course that the Sunday obligation may be fulfilled at the Saturday Vigil Mass. Many may
choose also to attend a Vigil Mass of Christmas or the traditional Mass During the Night
on Christmas Eve having already been at Sunday Mass earlier in the day.
Whatever you choose – not forgetting either the Masses on Christmas Day itself – it does
seem to me that there is some added spiritual expectation placed upon us with
Christmas falling on a Monday. I would also venture to suggest that this is good as it
does give opportunity to intensify the spiritual celebration of our great feast through
our presence at and participation in the Holy Mass.
Throughout Advent our spiritual expectation at the Lord’s coming grows as we prepare
to meet Jesus with joyful and loving hearts, and when Christmas arrives our hope is
fulfilled as we again greet our Saviour with the same wonder and awe as we see in the
images of Mary, Joseph and the shepherds in our cribs. In our celebration of Holy Mass
we experience the living, loving presence of the Lord within and among us, and this
heightens our awareness of the mystery we celebrate at Christmas – the same Lord’s
birth and the salvation he came to offer us all. It is the mystery of God’s love for
humankind and we rejoice in the consolation and hope we receive from him as we are
united with him in the Eucharist.
This experience of welcoming the Lord and rejoicing in his presence in the Eucharist
extends beyond Christmas Day into the other lovely Feast Days of Christmastide – The
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph; Mary, the Holy Mother of God; The Epiphany of
the Lord; The Baptism of the Lord. Through all of them we ponder anew the wonder of
the Incarnation and give thanks to God for all that we have received.
I wish you all a joyful and peaceful Christmas and pray that you and all your family and
friends will be richly blessed both in celebrating at home and at Holy Mass.
+ Joseph Toal, Bishop of Motherwell

SANTIAGO PILGRIMAGE
Those interested in joining us for the
Camino pilgrimage are asked to contact
Catherine Campbell on 07710 390068.
Details of the pilgrimage are as follows:
1 – 11 July 2018
Flights, transfers & accommodation
included. Full spiritual program.
Approx. cost: £700pp
(£150 flight deposit should be paid to
Catherine Campbell to confirm flight)

- ADVENT TIMETABLE Benediction & Adoration each Sunday 5.00 – 5.45pm
Advent Daily Masses
Monday – Friday 8.30am & 10.00am
Advent Confessions
Mondays 7.00 – 8.00pm; Saturdays 10.30am & 4.00 – 4.30pm
Parents especially are asked to make every effort to bring their children to the
8.30am daily Mass where possible. What a great way start the school day!

The Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession
With Christmas fast approaching may I take a final opportunity to remind
everyone in the parish of the importance of making an Advent Confession.
The final opportiunities for Confession before Christmas are as follows:
Tuesday 19th December
7.00 – 8.00pm
(visiting priests will be available this night)
Saturday 23rd December
10.30 – 11.00am
4.00 – 4.30pm
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BROADCASTING OF SERVICES
Please note that all the Masses and services at
St. Augustine’s are broadcast online. You can
watch services directly through our parish
website or through the MSN Media host site.

GIFT-AID
The gift-aid scheme allows the parish to claim an
additional 25p for every £1 donated by a UK taxpayer. Please consider enrolling in the scheme.
Forms available from the sacristy/Chapel House.

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION ENVELOPES
You are invited to take away your Christmas
Collection envelope which is attached to this
bulletin and return it at the Christmas Mass you
attend. The parish thanks you for your
continued generosity and support.

PARISH CHRISTMAS CARDS
As in previous years the Parish Shop has
personalised parish Christmas Cards on sale. The
cards feature the Church nativity scene on the
front cover. Sending religious cards is a great way
of reminding our family, friends and neighbours
of the real meaning of this holy season.

CHILDREN AT 10am FAMILY MASS
Please remember that the children who attend
the 10am Sunday Family Mass are asked to sit in
the very front pews in the Church, together
with the Children’s Liturgy leaders. This applies
to children from P1 – P7.
NORTH LANARKSHIRE SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Many parents will be aware that the local
authority is looking to amend existing school
transport rules. This proposal would mean that
many of our families would lose their current
free transport entitlement, as they would fall
outside the new narrower boundary. In real
terms it means primary pupils would have to
live two miles away (rather than the current
one mile); and secondary pupils would need to
live three miles away from school (rather than
the current two mile distance) to gain free
transport entitlement. This is a serious problem
especially for the Catholic schools sector, given
that our catchment areas are normally larger,
with pupils living farther away. It may dissuade
Catholic families from sending their children to
our schools because of burdensome transport
costs. The diocese opposes this move which is
expected to remove over 5,500 pupils from free
transport entitlement across the authority. The
Church is encouraging families to voice your
opposition to this proposal by attending
consultation meetings, by writing to the
Education Department at Kildonan Street or by
emailing the consultation directly at:
secondarytransportconsultation@northlan.gov.uk
(or)
primarytransportconsultation@northlan.gov.uk

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Mon – Fri from 10.30am – 7.00pm at the Main Altar

OUTDOOR NATIVITY SCENE
We invite you to leave your private prayer
intentions in the hay of the outdoor crib. Feel
free to enter the gate on Dundyvan Road and
place your intentions inside personally.
FILM SHOWING ‘IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE’
We will show this family-friendly, Christmas
classic movie in the Parish Centre next Sunday
17th December at 6pm (after Advent Devotions).
All welcome!
PRISONERS CHRISTMAS CARDS
There are information packs in the Church porch
for those willing to support prisoners by sending
Christmas cards at this time of year.
ALTAR-SERVERS CHRISTMAS TREAT
As a small thank-you for all their hard work and
commitment through the year the altar-servers of
our parish will be treated to a day at the Irn-bru
Carnival (Glasgow’s SECC) & pizza lunch on 6th
January. More details to follow.
NEW WESTERN CATHOLIC CALENDAR 2018
These are now available to purchase from the
Parish Shop at £3.20. These calendars provide
updated data on all the parishes and associations.

Parish Religious Shop
Open daily after each Mass
Religious cards Statues Rosaries
gifts jewellery Candles fonts
plaques books
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EARLSTON AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
The Club runs every school day from the upper
floor of our Parish Centre. For more details
contact the Manager Audrey on 07887427131
or at: facebook@earlstonafterschoolclub
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
The parish is looking for more volunteers for:
- Church cleaning
- Kairos Café & Dinner Club
- Breakfast Club
Please consider giving the parish the gift of
your time and talents. We would be grateful for
even a couple of hours each month. Call the
Parish Office on 423044 if you are interested.

OPEN MON - FRI

10am – 2pm

St. Augustine’s Parish Centre

4-courses for only £12.95pp
REQUEST FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS
Owing to increased numbers of children
registered this term, we are looking for new
adult volunteers to help at our Parish Breakfast
Club. The Club runs every school day from the
Parish Centre (8.00 - 8.50am). All new volunteers
are required to undergo a PVG check in line with
the Church's Safeguarding procedures. Contact
our Co-Ordinator Liz Quate on 07703 774512 for
more information.
PLEASE NOTE: During Advent the Breakfast Club
will run from 7.45am – 8.20am after which the
children will be brought to the 8.30am early
morning Advent Mass in the Church.

PARISH CENTRE FUNCTION SUITES
Please note that our function suites are
available FREE OF CHARGE for charity
fundraiser events. Contact Chris Hamill the
Centre Manager on 07917 433647 for more
information or to book your event.

Please note: Christmas Lunches end this
Tue 19th Dec. The Café will then close for
the Christmas holidays, reopening on
Monday 8th January.
Friday Night Hub – Volunteers Required
We are looking to enlist the help of more adults to
volunteer their time for the Hub. Volunteers are
expected to undergo a PVG check in accordance
with the Church’s safeguarding procedures, and to
volunteer a couple of hours every few weeks.
Contact Taylor Quate on 07948 963485.
FRIDAY NIGHT YOUTH CLUB
Please note: the Hub will be closed during the
Christmas school holidays. Many thanks to all our
adult volunteers and CARITAS students for gifting
their time to supervise our young people each
week. The Hub runs every Friday night (term time
only) in the Parish Centre from 7 – 9pm for P.7,
S1 & S2 pupils from the Coatbridge area. Contact
Taylor Quate for more details on 07948 963485.

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S
PARISH CENTRE
Our two Function Suites available for:

50+ DINNER CLUB
Every Thursday from 3 – 5pm

3	
  Course	
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Wedding Receptions / Funeral Breakfasts
Baptism Receptions / Birthday Parties
Anniversary Parties / Family Reunions / Charity Events

Call: 01236 427538 or 07917 433647

PARISH TIMETABLE FOR THE WEEK AHEAD
Sunday 17 December
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

10.00am Family Mass
12 noon Holy Mass
5.00-5.45pm Advent Adoration & Benediction
th
6.00pm Showing
of Film:13
‘It’sDecember
a Wonderful(today).
Life’ (Parish
Centre)
scheduled
for Sunday
If you
can

mas Family Fun Day,
help please leave donations
in Kairos Café on Sunday morning.
7.45 – 8.20am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)

Monday 18 December
Third Week of Advent

Tuesday 19 December
Third Week of Advent

Wednesday 20 December
Third Week of Advent

Thursday 21 December
Third Week of Advent

Friday 22 December
Third Week of Advent

Saturday 23 December
Votive Mass for Our Lady

Sunday 24 December
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8.30 – 8.50am Early Morning Mass
10.00am Holy Mass
10.00am – 2.00pm Kairos Café open for Christmas Lunches (Parish Centre)
10.30am – 7.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament CHURCH OPEN
*No Advent Confessions tonight (moved to Tuesday)
7.30pm CHRISMTAS CAROL CONCERT
Refreshments afterwards in the Parish Centre
7.45 – 8.20am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
8.30 – 8.50am Early Morning Mass
9.15am – 12noon Confessions for P.6 & 7 Pupils (Primary School)
10.00am – 2.00pm Kairos Café open for Christmas Lunches (Parish Centre)
10.00am Holy Mass
10.30am – 7.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament CHURCH OPEN
6.30pm Church Cleaning (Volunteers always welcome!)
7.00 – 8.00pm ADVENT CONFESSIONS (with visiting priests)
7.45 – 8.20am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
8.30 – 8.50am Early Morning Mass
*Kairos Café Closed for Christmas Holidays
10.00am Holy Mass
11.00am – 2.00pm Confessions for P.4 & 5 Pupils (Primary School)
Senior Silvers Group – Christmas Lunch in Parish Centre
10.30am – 7.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament CHURCH OPEN
7.45 – 8.20am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
8.30 – 8.50am Early Morning Mass
*Kairos Café Closed for Christmas Holidays
10.00am Holy Mass
10.30am – 7.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament CHURCH OPEN
3.00 – 5.00pm Over 50’s Dinner Club (Parish Centre)
7.45 – 8.20am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
8.30 – 8.50am Last Early Morning Mass
*Kairos Café Closed for Christmas Holidays
10.00am Holy Mass with Primary School (End of Term Mass)
10.30am – 7.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament CHURCH OPEN
1.30pm End of Term Mass for Staff & Pupils of St. Ambrose High
1.30pm end of Term Mass for Staff & Pupils of St. Andrew’s High
10.00am Holy Mass
Confessions after Holy Mass
4.00 – 4.30pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
4.00 – 4.30pm Confessions
5.00pm Vigil Mass
10.00am Family Mass
12 noon Holy Mass
(No Advent evening Devotions)
*The Christmas Mass Schedule appears elsewhere in this Bulletin

	
  

RECENTLY DECEASED
Patrick (Eric) Hughes; Hugh Alison; Kitty Buchanan (Christ the King);
ANNIVERSARIES / MONTHS MINDS / BIRTHDAY & CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCES
Very Rev. James Canon Foley; Elizabeth Malloy; James & Rose Traquair; James Gribben; Daisy Heaney; Jackie &
Anna Kiernan; Thomas, Mary & Steven Mahoney; Thomas & Mary Gunn; Anne Gibbons Hill; Jimmy Gibbons
(formerly Kelso Quad); Bridie (McClorey) Gibbons; Michael, Margaret & Stephen Woods; David & Annie Trower;
Michael Gray; Anne Hilley; Willie & Catherine Hilley; James & Ellen Toal; Harry McGowan; Margaret Mulholland;
Catherine O’Neill.
SICK
Sandra O’Donnell; Joan Reid; Roisin O’Toole; John Steele; David Miller; Margaret Davidson;
James Stewart (Canada); Caroline McGoogan; Alison Black; Anne Campbell; Michael McDade:
Anna McGoldrick; Ann Paterson; Patrick Clare; Frances Smith; John Docharty; Gerard Hamill; Kit Reilly;
Colum Coyle; James Coyle; Irene McLeary (formerly Kelso Quad); Catherine Gordon; Duncan Miller;

Alison & Chick McGarrity; Patrick Eli; Moira Tobin; Michael McMahon.
(Please alert the clergy when a name is to be removed from the sick list)

Parish Priest
Rev. Michael John Kane

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S
PARISH CENTRE

Assistant Priest
Rev. James Travers
Mrs. Margaret Haggarty (Secretary)
Miss. Antoinette Parr (Safeguarding Officer)

1892 - 2017

Baptisms
On the last Sunday of the month by arrangement with the clergy.

To book any of the function suites
for parties etc contact:
Mr. Chris Hamill (Manager)
Tel: 01236 427538
Mob: 07917433647
parishcentre@saintaugustines.org.uk

Marriages
Arrangements for weddings should be made by appointment with the Parish Priest (6 months notice required).
Calling Times / Office Hours
Appointments to speak to the clergy may be made through the Secretary by calling 01236 423044. (Office
hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm Mondays; 9.00am – 3.00pm Fridays). Appointments may also be made outside these
hours or by emailing office@saintaugustines.org.uk. Please remember that if you reside outside the boundary
of St. Augustine’s, then you must ask for the sacraments in your own parish.
Sacrament of the Sick / Hospital Visitations
Those who require the Sacrament of the Sick at home should contact the Chapel House to arrange for a visit
from the clergy. This should ordinarily be arranged prior to any prolonged hospital visit. The Catholic
Chaplain to Monklands Hospital is Fr. Travers. In cases of emergency where you or a family member require
the pastoral assistance of the Chaplain please request this from the nursing staff at the hospital.

PARISH

COMMUNICATIONS

Website: www.saintaugustines.org.uk
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintaugustines
Follow us on Twitter: @FrKane

ST. AUGUSTINE’S PRESBYTERY
12 Dundyvan Road, Coatbridge, North Lanarkshire, ML5 1DQ t: 01236 423044
e: office@saintaugustines.org.uk / frkane@saintaugustines.org.uk / Scottish Charity Number SCO11041

Registering New NHS Patients
Sedation For Nervous Patients
Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening
Orthodontics (Braces)
Tel 01236 424575
Web www.blairhilldental.com
Email info@blairhilldental.com

‘Love your life, love your home’
Affordable luxuries in home and giftware.
STORE NOW OPEN!

Monoblocking – Slabbing – Decking
Fencing – Foundations – Drainage
Power Washing – Concreting – Astro Grass

128 Bank Street, Coatbridge ML5 1ET
Search for us Facebook / Insta - @heartstyleshop
'Pop into shop and say hello'

Call: 01236 609887 / 07903078592
lydoncontracts@gmail.com
or Find us on Facebook

The Parish of St Augustine’s Coatbridge &
St Joseph’s Mendulo Parish, MALAWI
SUPPORTING DISABLED CHILDREN
IN MENDULO PARISH
Please give generously to
AIMING HIGHER IN MALAWI
www.justgiving.com/ahim
Registered Charity No SC044583

Hair by Lauren
	
  

Mobile Hairdresser. Hair treatments from
the comfort & convenience of your own
home, at a time that suits you.
	
  

Call me on: 07754918877

Christmas	
  Lunches	
  now	
  available!	
  
MON – FRI
10am – 2pm
St. Augustine’s Parish Centre

