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SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY
7 JANUARY 2018

FOLLOWING THE STAR TO THE CHRIST-CHILD
The Solemnity of the Epiphany is celebrated this weekend. During this feast we will notice an
important addition to our altar crib: the three wise men from the East who have come to pay homage to
the infant-king. This is the feast of the manifestation of the majesty and divinity of the newborn
Saviour. As early as the third century the Eastern Church, in celebrating the birth of the Redeemer,
viewed it primarily as the manifestation of God to man. Hence the name Epiphany, which means
manifestation, was given to the feast. Towards the end of the fourth century, as the feast gradually came
to be known and celebrated in the Western Church, the adoration of the Christ-Child by the Magi or
Wise Men was stressed. Soon these sages were looked upon as the Three Kings.
In the West Christ's birthday had already been celebrated for some time on December 25. But with
this feast was associated all the poverty and helplessness of the stable of Bethlehem; Mary and Joseph
watched beside the crib in poverty, and the shepherds that came to offer their humble worship were
equally poor. This aspect was lost sight of in the Feast of the Epiphany. It is true that the Magi found a
poor, weak child, attended by poor parents. But through their faith they recognized and acknowledged
the helpless Infant as the Redeemer and King of the world, and as such they adored Him. In the Feast of
Christmas Christ is shown as man to a few chosen souls; in the Feast of the Epiphany, on the other
hand, He appears to the whole world as God.
Various interpretations have been given for the gifts which the
Magi offered the Christ-Child. The tradition of the Church has
understood the gold to represent kingly power, incense the great
High Priest, and myrrh the burial of the Lord. Their offering,
therefore, highlights Christ’s threefold character of King, High
Priest, and Man. In his homily for the third day within the octave,
St. Gregory looks at the gifts from the viewpoint of the givers,
and so sees in the gold, wisdom; in the incense, the power of
prayer; and in the myrrh, the sacrifice of the flesh.
The Epiphany is the high point of Christmas and the fulfilment of Advent. It is the ancient Feast of
Christ the King. If the Feast of the Epiphany is to be fully understood as the Church sees it, it will have
to be viewed from two aspects: that of God who manifested Himself to man, and that of man, typified
in the Magi, who responded with wholehearted faith and love to God-with-us. It is, therefore, a day of
faith and grace for all of us.
_____________________________________

This weekend is also Justice & Peace Sunday. Today’s Second
Collection will be taken-up in support of the Church’s mission in
promoting justice and peace for all throughout the world.

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Monday 9th January
The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St John, the Precursor, proposes the
contemplation of an already adult Jesus. This mystery is infinitely linked to the Solemnities of the
Lord’s birth and the Epiphany that we have just celebrated, as in some ways it takes up and
represents their significance to us.
At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of the Word incarnate by the Virgin Mary. In
the 4th century, the Fathers of the Church deepened the understanding of the faith with regard to
the Christmas mystery in the light of Jesus’ Humanity. They spoke of the Incarnation of the Word
already working like the ‘Christification’ of that humanity that he had assumed from His mother. Or
put in simpler terms: Jesus is the Christ from the first instant of conception in Mary’s spotless
womb because He Himself, with His Divine Power, consecrated, anointed and ‘Christified’ that
human nature with which He became incarnate.
In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on Christ’s manifestation to all nations that was
represented by the Magi, the wise men from the East, who came to adore the Child.
Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we
again encounter and represent the truth of the Lord’s incarnation
and His manifestation as the Christ. Jesus’ Baptism is in fact His
definitive manifestation as the Messiah or Christ to Israel, and as
the Son of the Father to the entire world. Here we find the
dimension of the Epiphany which was His manifestation to all
nations. The Father’s voice from heaven shows that Jesus of
Nazareth is the eternal Son and the descent of the Holy Spirit in
the form of a dove shows the Trinitarian nature of the Christian
God. The true and unique God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
shows Himself in Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him.
The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great Christmas theme of ‘Christification,’ Jesus of
Nazareth's spiritual anointing, His presentation as the Anointed One par excellence, the Messiah
or the One sent by the Father for the salvation of mankind. The Spirit that descended on Jesus
shows and seals in an incontrovertible way the ‘Christification’ of Jesus’ humanity that the Word
had already fulfilled from the first moment of His miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, from the
very beginning, was always the Lord’s Christ, He was always God. Yet, His one, true humanity,
that which is perfect in every way, as the Gospel records, constantly grew in natural and
supernatural perfection. ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and
with men’ (Lk2:52). In Israel at 30 years of age, one reached full maturity and therefore could
become a master. Jesus came of age and the Spirit, descending and remaining on Him,
definitively consecrated His whole being as the Christ.
The same Spirit, that descended on the water of the River Jordan wafted over the waters during
the first creation (Gen 1:2). Therefore, the Baptism in the Jordan presents yet another truth: that
Jesus has started a new creation. He is the second man (1 Cor 15:47) or the last Adam (1 Cor
15:45), that comes to repair the first Adam’s guilt. He does this as the Lamb of God that takes
away our sins. ‘Looking at the events in light of the Cross and Resurrection, the Christian people
realised what happened: Jesus loaded the burden of all mankind’s guilt upon His shoulders; he
bore it down into the depths of the Jordan. He inaugurated his public activity by stepping into the
place of sinners’ (Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth).

SANTIAGO PILGRIMAGE
Those interested in joining us for the
Camino pilgrimage are asked to contact
Catherine Campbell on 07710 390068.
Details of the pilgrimage are as follows:
1 – 11 July 2018
Flights, transfers & accommodation
included. Full spiritual program.
Approx. cost: £700pp
(£150 flight deposit should be paid to
Catherine Campbell to confirm flight)

A CELEBRATION OF BURNS
An evening of Burns and other Scottish and Irish songs and tales complimented by a
wonderful buffet courtesy of Gallagher Foods. Tables of 6 can be booked in advance; all
proceeds going to Aiming Higher in Malawi - Disabled Children's Nursery Project.

Cost: only £10 per person
Venue: St. Augustine’s Parish hall
Date: Friday 9th February, 07:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Contact: Charles Fawcett, email - h.lifestyle@coatbridge.n-lanark.sch.uk
Tel 01236 440752 or Mobile 07985323406 - Donations Welcome

Lisbon Lions Signed Celtic Football Top
Tickets for this special prize raffle are still
available to purchase from the Parish Shop
at £5 each.
The framed top is signed by all the surviving
Lisbon Lions.
The draw will be made at the Burns
Celebration Night in the Parish Centre on 9th
February 2018.
All proceeds going to the Disabled Children’s
Nursery Project in Malawi.
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BROADCASTING OF SERVICES
Please note that all the Masses and services at
St. Augustine’s are broadcast online. You can
watch services directly through our parish
website or through the MSN Media host site.

GIFT-AID
The gift-aid scheme allows the parish to claim an
additional 25p for every £1 donated by a UK taxpayer. Please consider enrolling in the scheme.
Forms available from the sacristy/Chapel House.

JUSTICE & PEACE SECOND COLLECTION
Please note that there will be a Second
Collection today for the Church’s Justice &
Peace agency. We thank you for your
generosity to this important work.

NEW WESTERN CATHOLIC CALENDAR 2018
These are now available to purchase from the
Parish Shop at £3.20. These calendars provide
updated data on all the parishes and associations.

CHILDREN AT 10am FAMILY MASS
Please remember that the children who attend
the 10am Sunday Family Mass are asked to sit in
the very front pews in the Church, together
with the Children’s Liturgy leaders. This applies
to children from P1 – P7.
NORTH LANARKSHIRE SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Many parents will be aware that the local
authority is looking to amend existing school
transport rules. This proposal would mean that
many of our families would lose their current
free transport entitlement, as they would fall
outside the new narrower boundary. In real
terms it means primary pupils would have to
live two miles away (rather than the current
one mile); and secondary pupils would need to
live three miles away from school (rather than
the current two mile distance) to gain free
transport entitlement. This is a serious problem
especially for the Catholic schools sector, given
that our catchment areas are normally larger,
with pupils living farther away. It may dissuade
Catholic families from sending their children to
our schools because of burdensome transport
costs. The diocese opposes this move which is
expected to remove over 5,500 pupils from free
transport entitlement across the authority. The
Church is encouraging families to voice your
opposition to this proposal by attending
consultation meetings, by writing to the
Education Department at Kildonan Street or by
emailing the consultation directly at:

HOSPICE HOEDOWN
St. Andrew’s Hospice are holding a Country &
Western Night on Friday 16th February 2018 at
Airdrie Working Men’s Social Club, 15-17
Broomknoll Street, Airdrie. Tickets: £12.50pp.
Starts 7.30pm – Midnight. Call 01236 766951 to
book your tickets.
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES MEETING
Members of this group are reminded that this
meeting will now take place at the new time of
Monday 8th January at 7.00pm in the Parish
House.
CHRISTMAS THANKS!
Many thanks to all those who worked around the
Church in preparation for Christmas. Thanks
especially to Mrs Rice in the Sacristy, Lynne
Kearney for preparing the crib, trees and altar;
Cathy Connolly for arranging the beautiful
flowers; the Choir, organists and musicians, altar
servers, readers, extraordinary Ministers and so
many others who worked hard to ensure our
celebration of Christmas was so memorable. A
special thanks to the small team of people who
quietly clean our Church each week. On a
personal note, both Fr. Travers and I would like
to thank all those who handed-in cards and gifts
to the Chapel House. We are grateful for your
kindness and generosity.

secondarytransportconsultation@northlan.gov.uk
(or)
primarytransportconsultation@northlan.gov.uk

Parish Religious Shop
Open daily after each Mass

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
No Adoration this Week.

Religious cards Statues Rosaries
gifts jewellery Candles fonts
plaques books & much more…
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EARLSTON AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
The Club runs every school day from the upper
floor of our Parish Centre. For more details
contact the Manager Audrey on 07887427131
or at: facebook@earlstonafterschoolclub
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
The parish is looking for more volunteers for:
- Church cleaning
- Kairos Café & Dinner Club
- Breakfast Club
Please consider giving the parish the gift of
your time and talents. We would be grateful for
even a couple of hours each month. Call the
Parish Office on 423044 if you are interested.

Please note:

Our Café re-opens this
Monday 8th January.
Open Monday – Friday from 10am – 2pm
HOGMANAY PARTY
Many thanks to those who planned & organised
the recent Hogmanay Party, especially Liz and
Alison. A great night was had by all!

REQUEST FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS
Owing to increased numbers of children
registered this term, we are looking for new
adult volunteers to help at our Parish Breakfast
Club. The Club runs every school day from the
Parish Centre (8.00 - 8.50am). All new volunteers
are required to undergo a PVG check in line with
the Church's Safeguarding procedures. Contact
our Co-Ordinator Liz Quate on 07703 774512 for
more information.

PARISH CENTRE FUNCTION SUITES
Please note that our function suites are
available FREE OF CHARGE for charity
fundraiser events. Contact Chris Hamill the
Centre Manager on 07917 433647 for more
information or to book your event.

Friday Night Hub – Volunteers Required
We are looking to enlist the help of more adults to
volunteer their time for the Hub. Volunteers are
expected to undergo a PVG check in accordance
with the Church’s safeguarding procedures, and to
volunteer a couple of hours every few weeks.
Contact Taylor Quate on 07948 963485.
FRIDAY NIGHT YOUTH CLUB
Please note: the Hub will restart this coming
Friday 12th January. The Hub runs every Friday
night (term time only) in the Parish Centre from 7
– 9pm for P.7, S1 & S2 pupils from the Coatbridge
area. Contact Taylor Quate for more details on
07948 963485.

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S
PARISH CENTRE
Our two Function Suites available for:

50+ DINNER CLUB
Every Thursday from 3 – 5pm

3	
  Course	
  Meal	
  +	
  tea/coffee	
  

Only	
  £7.50	
  per	
  person	
  
paring spiritually for Christmas

Wedding Receptions / Funeral Breakfasts
Baptism Receptions / Birthday Parties
Anniversary Parties / Family Reunions / Charity Events

Call: 01236 427538 or 07917 433647

PARISH TIMETABLE FOR THE WEEK AHEAD
10.00am Family Mass
12.00 noon Holy Mass
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY
1.00pm Baptisms
th
5.30 – 8.00pm
Scouts of 13
Europe
Meeting (Parish
Centre)
*Second Collection
for
Justice
&
Peace
mas Family Fun Day, scheduled
for Sunday
December
(today).
If you
6.00pm
Vigil
of
Reception
for
Hugh
Parr
help please leave donations in Kairos Café on Sunday morning.
Sunday 7 January 2018

Monday 8 January
Feast of Baptism of the Lord
*NLC Schools re-open today

Tuesday 9 January
First Week of Ordinary Time

Wednesday 10 January
First Week of Ordinary Time

Thursday 11 January
First Week of Ordinary Time

Friday 12 January
First Week of Ordinary Time

Saturday 13 January
Feast of St. Kentigern, Bishop

Sunday 14 January
SECOND SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME

can

8.00 – 8.50am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
10.00am Requiem Mass of Hugh Parr
10.00am – 2.00pm Kairos Café open (Parish Centre)
*No Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this week
7.00pm Finance & General Purposes Group Meeting (Parish House)
7.30pm Senior Choir Practice (Sacristy) NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
8.00 – 8.50am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
10.00am Holy Mass
10.00am – 2.00pm Kairos Café open (Parish Centre)
*No Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this week
6.00pm Vigil of Reception for Margaret Murphy
6.30pm Church Cleaning (Volunteers always welcome!)
7.00pm Baptism Meeting for Parents & Godparents (Parish House)
7.30pm Learning about my Faith Class
8.00 – 8.50am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
10.00am Holy Mass
10.00am – 2.00pm Kairos Café open (Parish Centre)
12noon Requiem Mass of Margaret Murphy
*No Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this week
8.00 – 8.50am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
10.00am Holy Mass
10.00am – 2.00pm Kairos Café open (Parish Centre)
*No Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this week
3.00 – 5.00pm Over 50’s Dinner Club (Parish Centre)
8.00 – 8.50am Breakfast Club (Parish Centre)
10.00am Holy Mass with Primary School Children
10.00am – 2.00pm Kairos Café open (Parish Centre)
*No Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this week
7.00 – 9.00pm Friday Night Youth Hub (Parish Centre)
10.00am Holy Mass
Confessions after Holy Mass
4.00 – 4.30pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
4.00 – 4.30pm Confessions
5.00pm Vigil Mass
10.00am Family Mass
12 noon Holy Mass
1.00pm Baptisms
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RECENTLY DECEASED
Margaret Moon; Sadie Bannan; Margaret O’Brien; Jack McGovern; May Dickson; Betty Kelly (St. Dominic’s);
Margaret McGhee (St. Patrick’s); Mr McGlone (Glasgow); Mary Gilmore Goossens (Canada); Eilidh McHugh;
Margaret Mitchell; Kathleen Valleley; Margaret Murphy; Hugh Parr; Angela Myles; Carmina Sepapiglia.
ANNIVERSARIES / MONTHS MINDS / BIRTHDAY & CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCES
Very Rev. James Canon Foley; Very Rev. John Canon Moss; Very Rev. Gerald Canon Maher; Rev. Brother Alfred
Gilfoyle; Rev. Brother Gregory Gallimore; Rev. Brother Oliver Kiernan; James & Alice Gray; Samuel & Mary
Trower; Innes Healy; Mary Morris; Sarah Innes; Elizabeth Flaherty; Bernard, Jessie & Bernard Kearney; Sally Ann
Matthews; Patrick Kearney; Maria, Daniel & John Gallagher; Patrick & Catherine Campbell; Edward & Ellen Owens;
James & William Archer; Sally Murray; Peter & Agnes Turley & family; Joseph & Molly Hamilton; Peter & Isa
McLeary; Patrick McLeary; John P. Parker; Vernon & Mary Walsh; John & Jemima Campbell; Katie McPartland;
Harry Brown; Eiligh McHugh; Daisy Heaney.
SICK
Sandra O’Donnell; Joan Reid; Roisin O’Toole; John Steele; David Miller; Margaret Davidson;
James Stewart (Canada); Caroline McGoogan; Alison Black; Anne Campbell; Michael McDade:
Anna McGoldrick; Ann Paterson; Patrick Clare; Frances Smith; John Docharty; Gerard Hamill; Kit Reilly;
Colum Coyle; James Coyle; Irene McLeary (formerly Kelso Quad); Catherine Gordon; Duncan Miller;

Alison & Chick McGarrity; Patrick Eli; Moira Tobin; Michael McMahon; Sandra Wilson (Spain);
(Please alert the clergy when a name is to be removed from the sick list)

Parish Priest: Rev. Michael John Kane
Assistant Priest: Rev. James Travers
Mrs. Margaret Haggarty (Secretary)
Miss. Antoinette Parr (Safeguarding Officer)

1892 - 2017

Baptisms
On the last Sunday of the month by arrangement with the clergy.

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S
PARISH CENTRE
To book any of the function suites
for parties etc contact:
Mr. Chris Hamill (Manager)
Tel: 01236 427538
Mob: 07917433647

Marriages
Arrangements for weddings should be made by appointment
with the Parish Priest (6 months notice required)
parishcentre@saintaugustines.org.uk
Calling Times / Office Hours
Appointments to speak to the clergy may be made through the Secretary by calling 01236 423044. (Office
hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm Mondays; 9.00am – 3.00pm Fridays). Appointments may also be made outside these
hours or by emailing office@saintaugustines.org.uk. Please remember that if you reside outside the boundary
of St. Augustine’s, then you must ask for the sacraments in your own parish.
Sacrament of the Sick / Hospital Visitations
Those who require the Sacrament of the Sick at home should contact the Chapel House to arrange for a visit
from the clergy. This should ordinarily be arranged prior to any prolonged hospital visit. The Catholic
Chaplain to Monklands Hospital is Fr. Travers. In cases of emergency where you or a family member require
the pastoral assistance of the Chaplain please request this from the nursing staff at the hospital.

PARIS H COMMUN ICATION S
W ebsite: www. sa inta ug ustine s.o rg .uk
Like us on Fac ebook: www.fa c eb o o k. c o m/sa inta ug ustines
Follow us on Twitter: @ F rK a ne

ST. AUGUSTINE’S PRESBYTERY
12 Dundyvan Road, Coatbridge, North Lanarkshire, ML5 1DQ t: 01236 423044
e: office@saintaugustines.org.uk / frkane@saintaugustines.org.uk / Scottish Charity Number SCO11041

Tel:- 01236 422421 – 434384
info@copycareservice.net

Registering New NHS Patients
Sedation For Nervous Patients
Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening
Orthodontics (Braces)
Tel 01236 424575
Web www.blairhilldental.com
Email info@blairhilldental.com

‘Love your life, love your home’
Affordable luxuries in home and giftware.
STORE NOW OPEN!

Monoblocking – Slabbing – Decking
Fencing – Foundations – Drainage
Power Washing – Concreting – Astro Grass

128 Bank Street, Coatbridge ML5 1ET
Search for us Facebook / Insta - @heartstyleshop
'Pop into shop and say hello'

Call: 01236 609887 / 07903078592
lydoncontracts@gmail.com
or Find us on Facebook

The Parish of St Augustine’s Coatbridge &
St Joseph’s Mendulo Parish, MALAWI
SUPPORTING DISABLED CHILDREN
IN MENDULO PARISH
Please give generously to
AIMING HIGHER IN MALAWI
www.justgiving.com/ahim
Registered Charity No SC044583

Hair by Lauren
	
  

Mobile Hairdresser. Hair treatments from
the comfort & convenience of your own
home, at a time that suits you.
	
  

Call me on: 07 7549 1887 7

O P E N M O N – FR I

10 am – 2p m

St. Augustine’s Parish Centre
Delicious Fresh Food Served Daily
- High tea served daily -

